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TEXT:  Deuteronomy 24:17-22 
THEME:  GOD CARES…WE CARE 

1. God Is Generous 
2. God’s Aim Is to Bless 

 

Do not deprive the alien or the fatherless of justice, or take the cloak of the widow as 
a pledge.  Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and the LORD your God 
redeemed you from there.  That is why I command you to do this.  When you are 
harvesting in your field and you overlook a sheaf, do not go back to get it.  Leave it 
for the alien, the fatherless and the widow, so that the LORD your God may bless 
you in all the work of your hands.  When you beat the olives from your trees, do not 
go over the branches a second time.  Leave what remains for the alien, the fatherless 
and the widow.  When you harvest the grapes in your vineyard, do not go over the 
vines again.  Leave what remains for the alien, the fatherless and the widow.  
Remember that you were slaves in Egypt.  That is why I command you to do this.  
NIV84 
 
Dear Christian Friends: 
 
GOD IS GENEROUS 
We sometimes get financial grants for various events from Thrivent.  They often give us T-
shirts as well.  On the T-shirt is their motto of:  Live Generously.  We need that reminder.  
Generosity is not natural.  It is not in our genes.  By nature, we do not wake up one 
morning and decide:  “I am going to be generous today.” 
 
Generosity that is truly generous must be taught by God.  Only in God is one able to find 
the kind of generosity that has no ulterior motive. 
 
God’s provision for the unfortunate in Israel was not only compassionate; it was generous.  
Harvesters were not to retrieve lost sheaves of grain.  Trees and grapevines were not to be 
stripped clean.  God’s relief program provided for the poor in proportion to how the Lord 
blessed the landowners.  While lean harvests may have meant less for the gleaners, a rich 
harvest promised more.  
 
We find these regulations at work in the story of Naomi and her daughter-in-law Ruth.  
Since both were widows, Naomi sent Ruth into the fields at harvest-time to pick up leftover 
grain.  It turned out that the field in which she gleaned belonged to a relative of Naomi 
named Boaz.  Boaz demonstrated the true spirit of God’s law.  When he learned who Ruth 
was, he invited her to eat with his harvesters and to come back as long as the harvest 
lasted.  For good measure, he ordered his workers to leave generous amounts of grain for 
her to pick up. 
 
These laws, given only to Israel, no longer apply to us today.  Yet God still wants us to be 
generous.  People, not things, are still God’s priority.  How much we have is not important.  
How we share God’s blessings with others is important.  The Apostle Paul told Timothy 
how to instruct the people in the congregation he served:  “Command them to do good, 
to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share” (1 Timothy 6:18). 
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God’s generosity is best found in his gift of salvation.  “For you know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so 
that you through his poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9).  NIV84  With the 
forgiveness of sins, we are rich beyond measure.  Yet it is so easy for us sinners to forget 
that. 
 
GOD’S AIM IS TO BLESS 
Why did this happen to me?  Why did God send the disaster or illness that has caused me 
so much pain and loss?  Why has God established laws that restrict and order my life? 
 
For Christians the answer is clear and simple.  God cares.  God’s aim is to bless us.  The 
laws God gave the Old Testament nation of Israel demonstrate God’s concern for 
foreigners, the widows, and the fatherless in Israel.  Obviously, God cared for the less 
fortunate. 
 
But God also assures us that he cares as much for those whom he called on to do the 
sharing—the landowners and others he had richly blessed.  Might this law have seemed 
burdensome to them, at least in a year when crops were lean?  God assured them that in 
their caring for others he would bless their own work. 
 
The same is true in regard to all of God’s commandments, the laws he gave to the 
Israelites and God’s moral law that still applies to us.  As Luther said about the Ten 
Commandments:  “But he promises grace and every blessing to all who keep these 
commandments.  Therefore we should love and trust in him and gladly obey what he 
commands” (Luther’s Small Catechism, The Conclusion).   
 
The blessings God promises when Christians bring forth fruits of faith are not things we 
earn.  Because of our sinful nature, even a Christian’s best deeds are tainted with sin.  But 
because of the merits of Christ Jesus, who paid the price for all sins with his holy, precious 
blood, our good works are pleasing to our God.  And he promises to bless us with 
rewards—rewards of grace.  Always, the motive for our good works remains God’s love in 
Christ, never just to get the blessings God promises.  We care because God cares. 
 
God’s aim to bless puts the spotlight on Scripture’s important distinction between faith and 
works, between justification and sanctification.  Salvation is by faith alone.  “For we 
maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the law” (Romans 3:28).  
Sanctification, the good works a Christian does, is done as a fruit of faith, the result of 
justification.  This all important distinction does nothing but increase our joy.  Nothing we do 
for God increases our hope of eternal life.  That is ours in Christ.   And knowing that, we 
serve in love, with the willingness that comes because in God’s kingdom everything is 
already ours.  So, my friends, don’t be afraid to be generous, to give it away.  You will 
never out-give God.  Amen. 


